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Preface 


A  brief  history  of  the  organization  and  early  life 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Wadesboro, 
written  by  Capt.  John  C.  McLauchlin,  was  pub- 
lished as  an  article  in  the  "Messenger  and  Intelli- 
gencer" in  1905.  Much  of  his  account  is  repeated 
here,  some  of  it  verbatim.  The  minutes  of  the 
Church  and  of  the  Women  of  the  Church  were  of 
value  in  collecting  information,  supplemented  by 
notes  and  papers  of  Capt.  McLauchlin's  daughter, 
Mrs.  B.  G.  Covington.  Time  permitted  the  writing 
of  only  a  very  brief  account  and  did  not  permit 
proper  documentation.  A  more  complete  and  up-to- 
date  history  has  been  left  for  some  future  historian 
to  write. 

I  am  indebted  to  many  people  but  wish  to  express 
my  deep  appreciation  to  my  sister,  Lena,  who 
offered  helpful  suggestions  and  typed  the  manu- 
script; to  Mrs.  Herbert  Hildreth  who  assisted  in 
collecting  material  and  to  Mr.  Don  Davidson  who 
helped  in  getting  this  booklet  printed  on  short 
notice.  I  extend  my  apologies  for  any  errors  or 
omissions. 


Dedicated  to  the  glory  of  God 

and  presented  to  the 
congregation  of 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church 

by 

Hattie  Mae  and  Lena  Covington 

in  memory  of  their  Mother, 

Mrs.  Kate  McLauchlin  Covington, 

a  faithful  and  loyal  lifetime  member. 


Organization  and  Growth 


'For  ivhere  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name, 
there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them."  (Matt.  18 :  20  ) 

In  the  month  of  January  1873,  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Alexander,  an 
evangelist  of  Mecklenburg  Presbytery,  moved  to  Wadesboro  and 
began  preaching  to  a  small  gathering  one  Sunday  each  month 
using  the  Baptist  Church,  by  consent  of  that  denomination, 
which  at  that  time  had  no  regular  service  and  no  pastor.  A 
Sunday  School  was  organized  March  9,  1873  by  Captain  John 
C.  McLauchlin  who  became  the  Superintendent,  a  position  he 
held  for  thirty-three  years. 

On  April  17,  1873,  William  H.  Murray,  Charles  M.  Bums  and 
M.  A.  Murr  were  appointed  Trustees  to  hold  such  property  as 
might  be  acquired  for  the  use  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  pro- 
posed to  be  organized  here.  The  Trustees  at  once  purchased  a 
lot  on  the  corner  of  Rutherford  Street  and  West  Wade,  the  pur- 
chase price  being  $400. 

September  14, 1873,  the  Rev.  Alexander,  in  virtue  of  his  office 
of  evangelist,  received  into  the  communion  of  the  church  the 
following  persons:  Dr.  William  C.  Ramsey,  Capt.  John  C.  Mc- 
Lauchlin, his  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Caraway  McLauchlin,  Miss  Sarah 
Watson,  Mrs.  Martha  Murray,  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Alexander,  and 
Miss  Fannie  M.  Lindsley.  These  seven  charter  members  were 
organized  into  a  church  by  electing  Capt.  John  C.  McLauchlin 
and  Dr.  William  C.  Ramsey  as  ruling  elders  who  were  ordained 
and  installed  as  such  October  12,  1873.  The  church  thus  organ- 
ized enjoyed  the  regular  monthly  ministrations  of  the  Rev.  S.  C. 
Alexander  up  to  April  1877,  using  the  Baptist  house  of  worship 
for  preaching,  Sunday  School  and  prayer  meeting  services  until 
that  denomination  secured  a  pastor  and  required  the  use  of  it 
for  their  own  services.  The  Presbyterians  then  used  the  Court 
House  for  preaching  and  the  Masonic  Hall  for  Sunday  School 
until  August  1876  when  the  Presbyterian  house  of  worship  was 
completed. 


After  being  disappointed  in  getting  the  aid  it  expected  from 
the  Presbytery  the  church  resolved  in  the  fall  of  1874  to  sell  the 
lot  on  Rutherford  Street,  buy  a  cheaper  lot  and  erect  a  smaller 
and  less  expensive  building  than  at  first  contemplated.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  resolution  part  of  the  money  subscribed  for 
building  purposes  was  paid  in  and  the  trustees  instructed  to 
purchase  the  lot  on  which  the  present  church  building  stands, 
the  purchase  price  being  $150.  On  March  10,  1875  the  lot  on 
Rutherford  Street  was  sold  at  a  net  profit  of  twenty-five  dollars. 
John  C.  McLauchlin,  M.  A.  Murr,  and  William  H.  Murray  were 
appointed  to  serve  on  the  Building  Committee.  The  foundation 
of  the  church  building  was  laid  March  27,  1875  and  the  work 
carried  on  as  funds  were  secured  until  the  building  was  com- 
pleted August  19,  1876.  The  church  building  was  dedicated  to 
the  service  of  God  on  Sunday,  September  3, 1876.  The  Rev.  E.  H. 
Harding,  pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Charlotte, 
conducted  the  services,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Alexander,  the 
Rev.  James  E.  Morrison  and  the  Rev.  N.  T.  Bowden.  For  the  first 
three  years  there  were  no  additions  to  the  original  membership 
but  during  meetings  held  at  the  time  of  dedicating  the  sanctuary 
some  nine  new  members  were  added. 

During  the  Fall  Session  of  Mecklenburg  Presbytery  1875,  it 
was  resolved  by  that  venerable  body  to  discontinue  the  services 
of  an  Evangelist  in  this  field  after  the  expiration  of  that  year. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  church  which  had  been 
organized  at  Monroe  in  Union  County  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Alexander  as 
Evangelist  had  a  meeting  to  bring  up  the  question  of  calling  a 
pastor.  Failing  to  agree,  the  connections  of  the  Rev.  Alexander 
with  that  church  terminated  with  that  year.  Consequently  he 
was  left  with  his  family  at  Wadesboro  with  a  small  and  feeble 
church  organization  and  a  house  of  worship  unfinished.  Under 
these  circumstances,  feeling  a  deep  interest  in  this  church  he 
decided  to  engage  in  teaching  here  during  the  year  1876  and  to 
supply  this  church  with  ministerial  services  in  consideration  of 
such  support  as  the  church  might  be  able  to  give.  Not  being  able 
to  secure  a  pastor  for  the  church  the  session  made  similar 
arrangements  with  him  for  the  year  1877. 

From  April  1877  to  June  1878  the  church  was  without  any 
regular  ministerial  services.  During  that  period  there  were  four 
new  members  added  under  the  occasional  ministrations  of  the 
Rev.  James  E.  Morrison,  then  pastor  of  Lebanon  Church  (now 


the  Morven  Presbyterian  Church).  The  Rev.  R.  A.  Miller  was 
installed  as  pastor  of  the  church  June  8,  1878  and  served  until 
April  1881.  The  Rev.  J.  L.  Williams  was  ordained  by  the  Pres- 
bytery and  commissioned  as  an  Evangelist  for  Anson  County  in 
1881  and  served  until  the  spring  of  1882  after  which  the  church 
was  without  ministerial  services  for  about  a  year.  The  Rev.  A.  G. 
Buckner  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  this  church  in  the  spring 
of  1883  and  was  ordained  and  installed  as  pastor,  which  pas- 
torate continued  until  September  1890.  During  this  period  the 
church  prospered,  became  self-sustaining  in  connection  with 
the  church  of  Morven,  purchased  a  valuable  piece  of  property 
on  Camden  Road  for  a  manse  and  improved  the  same. 

February  1,  1891,  the  Rev.  Milton  R.  Kirkpatrick  was  elected 
pastor  of  this  church  and  of  the  Morven  church  and  was  in- 
stalled soon  thereafter.  His  pastorate  continued  until  January 
14, 1894.  During  his  tenure  the  church  was  very  much  strength- 
ened and  the  scope  of  its  work  extended.  Services  were  held  at 
Lilesville  and  Little's  School  House.  A  flourishing  Sunday 
School  was  organized  at  the  latter  place  and  members  were 
received  at  both  of  these  places.  The  work  thus  begun  was  con- 
tinued by  the  subsequent  ministers  of  this  church.  In  March 
1894  the  Rev.  Eugene  L.  Siler  was  invited  to  serve  this  church 
as  Stated  Supply  and  soon  thereafter  entered  upon  the  work.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  in  April  1895  he  was  called  and  installed  as 
pastor  of  this  and  the  Morven  church.  This  pastorate  continued 
until  April  1897,  during  which  time  the  Rev.  Siler  prosecuted 
successfully  the  aggressive  work  of  the  churches  begun  by  the 
former  pastors.  The  Rev.  M.  C.  Arrowood  was  elected  and  in- 
stalled pastor  of  this  church  October  3,  1897  and  continued  as 
such  until  June  1899.  From  June  1899  to  June  1900  the  church 
was  without  a  minister. 

In  May  1900,  Mr.  Donald  Mclver,  then  a  student  in  the  Theo- 
logical Department  of  Yale  University,  under  the  care  of  Fay- 
etteville  Presbytery,  was  elected  to  preach  in  this  church.  As  a 
licentiate  of  that  Presbytery  he  began  to  serve  this  and  the 
Morven  church  in  June  1900.  He  was  transferred  to  Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery  and  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  these 
two  churches  December  1900.  The  Wadesboro  church  amended 
its  call  to  the  Rev.  Mclver  in  April  1902  asking  that  he  give  his 
entire  time  to  this  church,  which  was  accepted  by  him  and 
approved  by  Presbytery.  In  June  of  that  year  he  became  pastor 


of  this  church  alone  and  continued  until  April  1906.  During  the 
Rev.  Mclver's  pastorate  the  church  increased  its  activities  and 
sent  out  a  colony  which  formed  a  church  at  Lilesville  and  one 
at  Little's  (now  Camden  Presbyterian  Church).  A  much  more 
substantial  structure,  the  present  house  of  worship,  was  built 
under  the  Rev.  Mclver's  leadership.  The  cornerstone  was  laid  in 
1904  and  the  church  was  completed  and  dedicated  in  1905.  Dr. 
W.  W.  Moore,  President  of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  Rich- 
mond, Virginia,  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon. 

The  new  church  was  fittingly  equipped  with  comfortable 
seats,  a  carpet  covering  the  entire  floor  in  the  sanctuary  and  two 
pianos  placed  in  the  Sunday  School  rooms.  The  bell  whose  clear 
ringing  tones  called  the  congregation  to  worship  was  the  gift  of 
a  charter  member,  Miss  Sarah  Watson.  The  Communion  table 
was  donated  by  Dr.  James  A.  McLauchlin  who  was  a  member  of 
this  church  in  his  early  boyhood  days.  The  four  stained  glass 
windows  which  added  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  building  were 
in  memory  of  the  deceased  members  of  the  church:  Mrs.  Mary 
Elizabeth  McLauchlin,  Mrs.  Emma  Dumas  Bradley,  Mrs.  De- 
Luke  Blair  Boylin  and  Mr.  M.  A.  Murr.  In  building  this  church 
as  in  the  first  in  1876,  the  members  were  indebted  to  many 
persons  not  connected  with  this  church  for  their  generous  con- 
tributions to  the  building  fund  and  encouragement  in  the 
enterprise. 

Up  to  this  time  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  members  had 
been  enrolled.  Seventy-five  transferred  by  letter  to  other 
churches;  twenty  had  died  and  eleven  were  dropped  from  the 
roll  making  a  membership  of  seventy-nine  including  six  elders 
and  three  deacons. 

In  April  1906  the  Rev.  Mclver  resigned  from  the  pastorate  of 
the  church,  his  resignation  being  accepted  with  regret.  The  fol- 
lowing month  he  was  called  back  to  conduct  the  funeral  of  Capt. 
McLauchlin  whose  sudden  death  brought  a  severe  loss  to  the 
church.  He  was  the  last  of  the  charter  members,  having  been 
ruling  elder,  clerk  of  the  session,  and  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School  since  its  organization. 

The  manse  on  Camden  Road  was  sold  in  October  1906  and  a 
handsome  new  manse  was  erected  back  of  the  church  facing 
Rutherford  Street.  This  was  the  home  of  the  ministers  and 
their  families  until  1944.  A  lot  on  Ashe  Street  was  purchased 
in  1945  on  which  a  more  modern,  convenient  and  attractive 
brick  house  was  built  in  1949. 


Some  Significant  Facts  and  Dates 
of  Recent  Years 


March  2,  1916  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wilfred  C.  McLauchlin  and 
their  first  baby  daughter  sailed  for  China.  They  were  first 
assigned  to  the  Sutsien  Mission  and  later  to  Haichow.  Dr. 
McLauchlin  was  the  only  member  of  this  Church  to  go  as  a 
Missionary  to  a  foreign  field. 

October  1916  Presbytery  was  invited  to  meet  with  this  Church 
at  their  regular  fall  meeting. 

July  1920  The  old  Communion  set  was  sold  for  twenty-five 
dollars. 

1920  A  very  fine  Estey  Pipe  organ  was  purchased  and  installed. 

June  1926  Wadesboro  and  Morven  Churches  separated.  Cam- 
den and  Lilesville  constituted  a  new  group. 

April  3,  1937  The  session  recommended  that  the  congregation 
elect  Rev.  J.  A.  Caligan,  Pastor  Emeritus  of  the  Wadesboro 
Church,  having  served  the  Church  for  ten  years  prior  to 
his  honorable  retirement  February  1,  1937  on  account  of 
ill  health  having  decided  to  remain  a  resident  of  Wades- 
boro. 

1937  Rev.  W.  G.  Thomas  started  holding  services  and  Sunday 
School  in  the  Polkton  community  in  the  homes  of  Mrs. 
Arleen  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Thomas  and  Mr.  W.  D. 
Gaddy.  Later  a  Chapel  was  built,  known  as  Unity  Chapel. 
The  work  on  the  chapel  was  done  mostly  by  people  of  the 
community.  Some  of  the  material  used  came  from  the  old 
Polkton  and  Peachland  Presbyterian  Churches.  Mr.  Belk 
of  Charlotte  contributed  money  to  help  buy  material.  The 
Unity  Chapel  was  built  and  dedicated  in  the  early  1940's. 
Rev.  W.  G.  Thomas  held  preaching  services  there  every 
Sunday.  Since  that  time  all  the  pastors  of  this  church  have 
continued  the  services. 


December  11,  1949  The  session  voted  to  receive  members  of 
the  former  Presbyterian  Church  of  Lilesville.  The  Church 
was  dissolved  by  Presbytery. 

Since  1950  Through  the  generosity  of  Mrs.  Frank  G.  Fetzer 
and  many  others  a  much  needed  addition  to  the  Education 
Building  was  built  with  complete  recreational  and  kitchen 
facilities.  This  building  was  dedicated  February  25,  1954. 

March  6,  1958  The  session  approved  a  Church  sponsored  Boy 
Scout  Troop. 

July  28,  1960  Plans  were  made  for  a  telephone  prayer  service 
to  be  instituted.  The  prayer  book  "A  Diary  of  Private  Prayer" 
was  given  to  every  home  represented  in  the  church. 

April  9, 1 961  The  work  on  improving  the  Church  property  was 
begun.  The  changes  included  air  conditioning  the  sanctu- 
ary and  Sunday  School  rooms,  a  fire  escape  at  the  rear  of 
the  educational  building,  new  lighting  in  the  sanctuary. 
Work  on  the  outside  included  repairing  windows  and 
frames  and  painting;  also,  disposing  of  the  old  manse 
building  and  using  the  site  as  a  play  area  for  the  young 
children.  The  pipe  organ  was  also  renovated  at  this  time. 

March  29,  1962  The  session  approved  the  motion  that  this 
church  sponsor  an  Explorer  Group  as  well  as  a  Boy  Scout 
Troop. 

September  12,  1963  The  congregation  voted  to  sponsor  a 
missionary.  A  letter  was  received  from  our  missionary 
family,  the  Wayne  Smiths  in  Campinas,  Brazil. 

October  22,  1967  Under  the  pastorate  of  Howard  Smith,  a  bi- 
monthly news  letter  entitled  "The  Epistle"  was  started. 

September,  1972  Rev.  C.  L.  Cheshire,  Jr.  began  his  pastorate 
with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Wadesboro. 

September  7,  1973  The  minister,  Rev.  C.  L.  Cheshire,  Jr. 
launched  the  M-centennial  celebration  of  this  church  which 
was  organized  September  14, 1873.  Members  of  the  church 
have  been  busy  getting  ready  for  a  special  day  on  Novem- 
ber 11,  1973.  Men,  women  and  young  people  working  to 
have  the  church  ready  for  our  visitors;  painting,  papering 


and  carpeting.  Total  communing  members  as  of  Novem- 
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ber  1,  1973  was  260 


The  church  today  is  indebted  not  only  to  the  founders  but  to 
all  of  its  members  who  have  worked  to  keep  the  spark  alive  that 
was  lighted  one  hundred  years  ago.  In  the  words  of  the  Apostle 
Paul,  "Being  confident  of  this  very  thing,  that  he  which  hath 
begun  a  good  work  in  you  will  perform  it  until  the  day  of  Jesus 
Christ."  (Phil.  1:6) 

WOMEN  OF  THE  CHURCH 

All  through  the  first  years  of  the  life  of  the  Church  the  women 
aided  in  the  work  and  responded  faithfully  and  sacrificially  to 
every  call.  However,  there  is  no  record  of  any  organization  until 
April  28,  1885  when  The  Ladies  Aid  Society  was  formed  with 
the  express  purpose  of  improving  church  property.  At  their  first 
meeting  the  following  members  were  enrolled:  Mrs.  Annie 
Hendrix,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Gee,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Murr,  Mrs.  J.  C.  McLauch- 
lin,  Mrs.  Frontis,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Ingram,  Mrs.  H.  H.  McKeithan,  Mrs. 
William  Smith,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Bradley,  Miss  Flora  Doty,  Miss  Emma 
Murr.  The  officers  elected  were  Mrs.  Annie  Hendrix,  President; 
Mrs.  William  Smith,  Vice-President;  Miss  Emma  Murr,  Secre- 
tary; Mrs.  L.  J.  Ingram,  Treasurer. 

Some  of  the  rules  adopted  by  this  Society  are  of  particular 
interest. 

III.  That  an  initiation  fee  of  twenty-five  cents  be  paid  by  each 
member  upon  joining  the  Society. 

IV.  That  ten  cents  be  the  amount  due  monthly  from  each  of 
the  elder  ladies  and  from  the  younger  ladies  and  daugh- 
ters five  cents  each. 

V.  That  a  fine  of  ten  cents  be  expected  for  each  absence  of 
members  of  this  Society,  except  in  cases  of  protracted 
sickness. 

The  expenditures  for  the  first  year  of  this  organization  were 
$115.80.  Year  by  year  The  Ladies  Air  Society  lengthened  her 
cords  and  strengthened  her  foundation  by  organizing  like  socie- 
ties at  Lilesville  and  Little's. 

On  November  8,  1904,  The  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  was  organized  with  twelve  members  on  the  roll.  These 


members  were  Mrs.  Donald  Mclver,  Mrs.  B.  G.  Covington,  Mrs. 
T.  T.  Caraway,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Moore,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Gray,  Mrs.  D.  T. 
McLauchlin,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Morton,  Miss  V.  C.  Lilly,  Mrs.  W.  T. 
Brasington,  Miss  Wincy  Caraway,  Mrs.  T.  J.  Fetzer.  This  organ- 
ization was  begun  under  the  capable  leadership  of  Mrs.  B.  G. 
Covington,  President;  Mrs.  C.  C.  Moore,  Vice-  President;  Mrs. 
J.  C.  McLauchlin,  Secretary.  This  group  of  women  in  their 
monthly  meetings  made  a  study  of  the  Mission  fields.  The  dues 
each  month,  five  cents  or  such  larger  sum  as  each  felt  able  or 
willing  to  contribute,  were  applied  to  Home  and  Foreign 
Missions. 

The  two  organizations,  The  Ladies  Aid  Society  and  The  Home 
and  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  functioning  until  1918  affili- 
ated with  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
U.  S.  At  this  time  the  Society  began  operating  with  two  circles, 
later  increasing  to  four.  These  women  worked  diligently  through 
the  depression  years  and  the  hectic  years  of  the  second  World 
War.  During  the  maneuvers  in  Anson  County,  a  committee  from 
the  Auxiliary  arranged  the  Sunday  School  Auditorium  into  a 
comfortable,  attractive  Recreation  Room  for  the  use  of  the 
soldiers  encamped  here.  The  Circles  in  turn  took  the  duty  of 
furnishing  hostesses  for  the  room.  Refreshments  were  served, 
books,  magazines,  newspapers  and  games  were  furnished.  Sol- 
diers were  entertained  in  the  homes  of  the  Auxiliary  members. 

The  name  of  the  organization  was  changed  to  "Women  of 
the  Church"  by  the  1948  General  Assembly.  At  this  time  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Wildermuth  was  President,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Mills,  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  Walter  Scarboro,  Secretary  and  Mrs.  G.  D.  Davidson, 
Treasurer. 

The  Church  is  indebted  to  the  women  for  their  heroic  efforts 
in  buying  furniture  and  equipment,  looking  after  the  upkeep 
of  the  church  and  grounds  and  for  their  generous  contributions 
to  benevolent  causes. 

MEN  OF  THE  CHURCH 

The  men  of  the  church  were  organized  in  1949  for  Christian 
service.  In  recent  years  they  were  reorganized  into  an  active  and 
enthusiastic  group.  Its  members  were  not  limited  to  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  nor  was  the  club  limited  to  any  denomina- 
tion. Joining  with  members  from  other  churches  the  men  of  this 
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church  meet  on  Sunday  mornings  for  breakfast  and  to  hear  an 
outstanding  speaker. 

YOUTH  OF  THE  CHURCH 

Through  the  years  active  young  people's  organizations  have  been 
in  existence  from  the  Miriams  for  the  youngest  to  the  Youth 
Fellowship  for  older  boys  and  girls.  For  a  number  of  years  there 
were  two  very  active  Christian  Endeavor  Societies,  Junior  and 
Senior. 

Delegates  from  our  Church  attended  the  Davidson  Young 
People's  Conferences,  also  the  Pioneer  Camp  at  Camp  Forest, 
Cheraw,  S.  C.  and  at  a  later  date  the  Senior  Conference  for 
Young  People  at  Camp  Forest,  Cheraw,  S.  C. 

In  1937  Mrs.  W.  G.  Thomas  was  appointed  Adult  Supervisor 
for  Young  People's  Work.  In  1939  Miss  Hattie  Mae  Covington 
served  as  Adult  Advisor  for  the  Pioneer  Young  People.  Each 
summer  some  of  the  young  people  attend  the  different  summer 
camps  and  conferences.  The  Church  sponsored  a  delegate, 
Glenda  Goodman,  to  the  North  American  Reformed  and  Presby- 
terian Youth  Assembly  held  at  Purdue  University,  Lafayette, 
Indiana,  July  19-25,  1963.  Two  delegates,  Kathy  Burns  and 
Donnie  Goodman  were  sponsored  by  the  church  to  attend  the 
North  Carolina  Ecumenical  Conference  held  at  Guilford  College, 
Greensboro,  N.  C,  August  12-17,  1963.  Carol  Burch  attended 
a  Senior  High  Workshop  at  Camp  Stewart,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

The  Rev.  Wallace  M.  Alston,  Jr.  had  a  Pioneer  Retreat  at  his 
Lake  Lure  home  July  22-25,  1964  followed  by  a  Senior  Retreat 
August  28-30.  yr0 

The  year  1973  finds  the  lively  and  interested  .people's  group 
under  the  leadership  of  Jack  Singles  and  Jack  Williams  engaged 
in  many  and  varied  activities. 

MUSIC 

It  would  be  impossible  to  mention  the  names  of  all  who  have 
contributed  time  and  talents  to  this  important  part  of  the  wor- 
ship service. 

The  first  organ,  operated  by  pedals,  was  played  by  Miss  Emma 
Murr,  Miss  Maggie  Pinkston,  Mrs.  B.  G.  Covington  and  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Fetzer.  Miss  Angelyn  Fetzer  was  elected  organist  in  1916.  In 


1921,  with  substantial  financial  help  of  The  Women  of  the 
Church,  a  very  sweet  toned  Estey  Pipe  organ  was  purchased  and 
installed.  Miss  Jessie  Moore  and  Miss  Hattie  Mae  Covington 
were  elected  by  the  Session  as  organists.  Miss  Covington  served 
almost  continuously  from  that  time  until  1971  except  for  inter- 
vening periods.  Other  organists  were  Miss  Rachel  Hamilton  and 
Mrs.  Foyle  Hightower.  After  about  forty  years  of  continuous  use 
it  was  decided  to  have  the  organ  remodeled.  The  church  was 
fortunate  in  securing  the  assistance  of  organists  from  other 
churches  who  filled  in  for  many  months  until  Mrs.  Eddie  Dunlap 
was  engaged  in  1972  to  serve  full  time. 

Serving  as  choir  directors  were  Mrs.  B.  G.  Covington,  Mrs. 
Philip  Caraway,  Mrs.  F.  G.  Fetzer,  Mrs.  Grady  Bailey  and  Mrs. 
Herbert  Hildreth.  Mrs.  Caraway  and  Mrs.  Fetzer  were  also  direc- 
tors of  the  Young  People's  Choir.  A  Primary  Choir  directed  by 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Wildermuth  and  a  Junior  Choir  directed  by  Mrs. 
Wylie  Hogue  were  organized  in  1956  and  continued  by  Mrs. 
Wildermuth  until  1967.  Both  Adult  and  Junior  Choirs  joined  to 
furnish  beautiful  Christmas  and  Easter  music.  In  August  1973 
a  choir  composed  of  one  through  six  grade  children  was  organ- 
ized by  Miss  Rachel  Hamilton  assisted  by  Mrs.  Herbert  Hildreth. 
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MINISTERS  AND  STATED  SUPPLIES 

Rev.  S.  C.  Alexander 1873-1877 

Rev.  R.  A.  Miller 1878-1881 

Rev.  J.  L.  Williams 1881-1882 

Rev.  A.  G.  Buckner 1883-1890 

Rev.  Milton  R.  Kirkpatrick 1891-1894 

Rev.  Eugene  L.  Siler 1894-1897 

Rev.  M.  C.  Arrowood 1897-1899 

Rev.  Donald  Mclver 1900-1906 

Rev.  Robert  M.  Mann 1906-1911 

Rev.  W.  Bruce  Doyle 1912-1914 

Rev.  A.  R.  Woodson 1915-1917 

Rev.  John  Jordan  Douglass 1919-1926 

Rev.  James  A.  Caligan 1927-1937 

(pastor  emeritus  1937-1938) 

Rev.  Willard  G.  Thomas 1937-1944 

Rev.  Sam  M.  Milton 1945-1949 

Rev.  David  C.  Crawford 1949-1951 

Rev.  Richard  G.  Laurens 1952-1956 

Rev.  S.  Wylie  Hogue,  Jr 1956-1958 

Rev.  Norris  L.  Fellows 1958-1962 

Rev.  Wallace  M.  Alston,  Jr 1963-1964 

Rev.  John  R.  King 1965-1967 

Rev.  H.  Howard  Smith 1967-1972 

Rev.  C.  Linwood  Cheshire,  Jr 1972- 


CLERKS  OF  THE  SESSION 

John  C.  McLauchlin 1873-1906 

Charlton  C.  Moore 1906-1926 

Dr.  William  L.  McKinnon 1926-1928 

T.  Philip  Caraway 1928-1929 

Charles  A.  Bland 1929-1952 

Frank  Paul  Boylin 1952-1958 

William  L.  Wildermuth 1958-1959 

John  T.  King 1960-1961 

James  D.  Burch 1962-1964 

J.  Herbert  Hildreth  196^-1968 

David  C.  Parker  I968-I969 

James  D,  Burch  I969..I972 

J.  Herbert  Hildreth  1972- 
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ROLL  OF  ELDERS 

Ordained  Installed 

Capt.  JohnC.  McLauchlin       Oct.  12,  1973 
Dr.  Wilson  C.  Ramsey  Oct.  12,  1973 

Henry  H.  McKeithan  Mar.  4,  1877 

M.  A.  Furr Mar.  4,  1877 

John  A.  McRae Mar.  1,  1896 

James  A.  McLauchlin Mar.  1,  1896 

Dr.  J.  M.  Covington April  19,  1903 

Charlton  C.  Moore Oct.  18,  1903 

Thomas  J.  Fetzer Oct.  18,  1903 

Dr.  Robert  D.  Ross June  30,  1912 

J.  Harry  Mclver April  2,  1916 

T.  W.  Austin April  2,  1916 

L.  L.  Drake April  2,  1916 

C.  H.  White June  15,  1917 

W.  L.  McKinnon July  4,  1920 

W.  Clyde  Via July  4, 1920 

T.  Philip  Caraway Feb.  26,  1923 

C.  A.  Bland May  4,  1927 

Dr.  J.  E.  Hart June  23,  1929 

Frank  Paul  Boylin June  23,  1929 

JohnE.  P.  Munn Jan.  2,  1938 

J.  E.  Michael Jan.  2,  1938 

F.  M.  High  tower,  Sr Oct.  7,  1934 

D.  F.  Garris June  4,  1939 

C.  H.  Ferguson Nov.  21,  1943 

Charles  E.  Thomas Mar.  11,  1945 

(Unity  Chapel) 

R.  L.  Chew April  13,  1947 

Martin  A.  McRae April  13,  1947 

J.  Bradley  Wall Mar.  5,  1950 

W.  M.  Caldwell Mar.  22,  1953 

R.  V.  Liles Mar.  22,  1953 

W.  L.  Wildermuth  Mar.  22,  1953 

Dr.  W.  J.  McKinnon Dec.  27,  1953 

W.  E.  Rayle  Dec.  27,  1953 

James  B.  Cameron 

R.  V.  Liles 

Dr.  W.  J.  McKinnon 

Charles  H.  Shelton 


Jan.  12,  1958  to  serve  1  yr. 
Jan.  12,  1958  to  serve  1  yr. 
Jan.  12,  1958  to  serve  1  yr. 
Jan.  12,  1958  to  serve  3  yrs. 
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Ordained 
John  T.  King  II  

D.  F.  Garris 

F.  P.  Boylin,  Sr 

C.  H.  Ferguson 

W.  L.  Wildermuth    

James  D.  Burch Dec.  11,  1955 

Harold  C.  Keith 

J.  D.  McLeod 

David  C.  Parker 

J.  Walter  Scarboro 

George  C.  Vernon,  Jr. 

R.  V.  Liles 

J.  Herbert  Hildreth 

John  T.  King  II 

J.  W.  Parker  (Unity  Chapel) 
James  B.  Cameron 

E.  Burke  Fowler 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Wildermuth   Jan.  16,  1966 

(First  woman  Elder  in 
this  church) 

Foyle  Hightower,  Sr Dec.  27,  1953 

S.  Paul  Meadows Oct.  30,  1966 

Mrs.  Tom  D.  Wall,  Sr.  Oct.  30,  1966 

James  D.  Burch Dec.  11,  1955 

David  C.  Parker Mar.  22,  1953 

Charles  H.  Shelton Mar.  22,  1953 

Garland  M.  Puckett Jan.  25,  1970 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Teague Jan.  25,  1970 

Hugh  R.  Trexler Feb.  23,  1964 

J.  Herbert  Burns Jan.  12,  1958 

J.  Herbert  Hildreth Dec.  30,  1956 

Mrs.  George  C.  Vernon,  Jr.     Jan.  16,  1972 

William  L.  Wildermuth Mar.  22,  1953 

Mrs.  Harold  Keith Feb.  4,  1973 
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Installed 

Jan.  12,  1958  to  serve  3  yrs. 

Jan.  12,  1958  to  serve  3  yrs. 

Jan.  12,  1958  to  serve  5  yrs. 

Jan.  12,  1958  to  serve  5  yrs. 

Jan.  12,  1958  to  serve  5  yrs. 

Dec.  27,  1959  to  serve 
regular  term 

Dec.  27,  1959  to  serve 
regular  term 

Dec.  27.  1959  to  serve 
regular  term 

Dec.  27,  1959  to  serve 
regular  term 

Jan.  7,  1962  to  serve 
regular  term 

Jan.  7,  1962  to  serve 
regular  term 

Jan.  21,  1962  to  serve 
regular  term 

Feb.  23,  1964  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Feb.  23,  1964  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Jan.  16,  1966  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Jan.  16,  1966  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Jan.  16,  1966  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Jan.  16,  1966  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Mar.  20,  1966  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Oct.  30,  1966  to  fill  unex- 
pired term  of  E.  B.  Fowler 

Oct.  30,  1966  to  fill  unex- 
pired term  of  J.  T.  King 

Jan.  28,  1968  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Jan.  28,  1968  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Jan.  28,  1968  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Jan.  25,  1970  to  serve  6  yrs. 
Resigned  Jan.  14,  1971 

Jan.  25,  1970  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Feb.  21,  1971  to  serve  5  yrs. 

Feb.  21,  1971  to  fill  unex- 
pired term  of  G.  M.  Puckett 

Jan.  16,  1972  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Jan.  16,  1972  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Jan.  16,  1972  to  serve  6  yrs. 

Feb.  4,  1973  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of 
James  D.  Burch 


ROLL  OF  DEACONS 

Ordained  Installed 

Thomas  J.  Fetzer Feb.  15,  1885 

Dr.  David  B.  Francis Feb.  15,  1885 

William  A.  Smith Feb.  15,  1885 

William  E.  Murr Mar.  22,  1887 

James  T.  Bradley Jan.  22,  1889 

John  E.  McLauchlin Mar.  15,  1896 

T.  W.  Austin April  19,  1903 

W.  P.  Benton April  19,  1903 

T.  T.  Caraway Dec.   13,1905 

F.  C.  Parsons Dec.  13,  1905 

W.  C.  Via Dec.   13,  1905 

D.  J.  Everett June  30,  1912 

William  T.  Hart July  13,  1913 

T.  Philip  Caraway July  13,  1913 

Frank  G.  Fetzer April  2,  1916 

C.  M.  Niven July  4,  1920 

F.  P.  Boylin July  4,  1920 

C.  A.  Bland July  4,  1920 

F.  M.  Hightower Feb.  26,  1923 

John  Craig  Gray Feb.  26,  1923 

Francis  E.  Liles Jan.  31,  1932 

R.  Vernon  Liles Jan.  31,  1932 

Forace   Hightower 

D.  F.  Garris Oct.  7,  1934 

Avery  E.  Hightower Jan.  2,  1938 

W.  A.  Collins Jan.  2,  1938 

Martin  A.  McRae June  4,  1939 

R.  Fred  Gray June  4,  1939 

W.  G.  Brown,  Jr Nov.  21,  1943 

Joe  Henderson Nov.  21,  1943 

M.  D.  Taft Feb.  18,  1945 

W.  E.  Rayle Feb.  18,  1945 

J.  W.  Parker  (Unity  Chapel)  Feb.  11,  1945 

J.  Walter  Scarboro April  13,  1947 

Chase  Baughan April  13,  1947 

Clarence  Early Mar.  22,  1953 

David  C.  Parker Mar.  22,  1953 

Charles  H.  Shelton Mar.  22,  1953 
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Ordained  Installed 

F.  P.  Boylin,  Jr Dec.  27,  1953 

Foyle  R.  Hightower Dec.  27,  1953 

J.  D.  McLeod Dec.  27,  1953 

F.  M.  Mills,  Jr Dec.  27,  1953 

James  B.  Cameron Dec.  26,  1954 

J.  J.  Register Dec.  26,  1954 

W.  C.  Taft Dec.  26,  1954 

James  D.  Burch Dec.  11,  1955 

Harold  B.  Johnson Dec.  11,  1955 

T.  D.  Williams Dec.  11,  1955 

J.  Herbert  Hildreth Dec.  30,  1956 

Harold  C.  Keith Dec.  30,  1956 

John  T.  King Dec.  30,  1956 

M.  D.  Taft Dec.  30,  1956 

James  H.  Ferguson July  24,  1958 

George  C.  Vernon,  Jr Jan.  12,  1958 

James  H.  Burns Jan.  12,  1958      Jan.  12,  1958 

Alden  Lindsley  Gray Jan.  12,  1958      Jan.  12,  1958 

David  C.  Parker Jan.  12,  1958 

D.  B.  Goodman Mar.  1,  1959       Mar.  1,  1959 

C.  M.  Wagner Mar.  1,  1959       Mar.  1,  1959 

J.  D.  McLeod Mar.  1,  1959 

F.  P.  Boylin,  Jr Mar.  1,  1959 

Robert  M.  Brand Dec.  27,  1959      Dec.  27,  1959 

J.  H.  Ferguson Mar.  20,  1960 

Harold  Johnson Dec.  27,  1959 

Foyle  Hightower,  Sr Dec.  27,  1959 

F.  M.  Mills,  Jr Dec.  27,  1959 

Tom  Wall,  Jr Dec.  27,  1959     Dec.  27,  1959 

Wade  Childs,  Sr April  16,  1961     April  16,  1961 

Herbert  Hildreth April  16,  1961 

William  H.  Russell April  16,  1961     April  16,  1961 

W.  P.  Wright April  16,  1961     April  16,  1961 

J.  B.  Cameron Jan.  7,  1962 

Burke  Fowler Jan.  21,  1962 

Tom  Wall,  Jr Jan.  7,  1962 

L.  A.  Brown Jan.  6,  1963        Jan.  6,  1963 

Charles  H.  Shelton Jan.  6,  1963 

C.  M.  Wagner Jan.  6,  1963 

R.  D.  Kennedy Feb.  23,1964       Feb.  23,  1964 
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Ordained 

J.  Leonard  Smith Feb.  23,  1964 

Hugh  Trexler Feb.  23,  1964 

D.  B.  Goodman 

Ed.   Emory April  25,  1965 

Harold  Johnson 

Andy  Moore 

W.  L.  Wildermuth 

J.  Herbert  Burns 

D.  B.  Hutchison    

(Unity  Chapel) 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Shelton  Jan.  16,  1966 

C.  H.  Ferguson 

B.  O.   Garner 

Jack  Heisler Oct.  30,  1966 

Mrs.  Fred  M.  Mills,  Sr Mar.  5,  1967 

David  A.  Burr,  Sr 

Harold  Mickle 

Clayton  C.  Gaddy 

Hugh  Trexler Feb.  23,  1964 

C.  M.  Wagner Mar.  1,  1959 

Edward  Martin  Cozart Jan.  19,  1969 

Harold  C.  Keith Dec.  30,  1956 

J.  D.  McLeod Dec.  27,  1953 

John  Monroe 

George  R.  Trexler Jan.  25,  1970 

Hugh  Wallace 

Howard  Good Jan.  24,  1971 

D.  B.  Goodman Mar.  1,  1959 

Emmett  Patterson Jan.  24,  1971 

Mrs.  James  D.  Burch Jan.  16,  1972 

Harold  L.  Mickle Mar.  5,  1967 

George  C.  Vernon,  Jr Jan.  12,  1958 

Mrs.  J.  Herbert  Hildreth Feb.  4,  1973 

Jack  Williams 

James  H.  Nivens 

Dennis  M.  Singles  (Jack)  


Installed 

Feb.  23  1964 
Feb.  23,  1964 
Feb.  23,  1964 
April  25,  1965 
April  25,  1965 
April  25,  1965 
April  25,  1965 
Jan.  16, 1966 
Jan.  16, 1966 

Jan.  16,  1966 

(First  woman  Deacon) 

Jan.  16,  1966 

( to  fill  unexpired 

term  of 

Don  Kennedy) 

Jan.  16,  1966,  Class  of  1968 

Oct.  30,  1966 

(to  fill  unexpired 

term  of 

B.  O.  Garner) 

Mar.  5,  1967,  Class  of  1969 

Mar.  5,  1967,  Class  of  1969 

Mar.  5,  1967,  Class  of  1969 

Jan.  28,  1968,  Class  of  1970 

Jan.  28,  1968,  Class  of  1970 

Jan.  28,  1968,  Class  of  1970 

Jan.  19,  1969,  Class  of  1971 

Jan.  19,  1969,  Class  of  1971 

Jan.  19,  1969,  Class  of  1971 

Jan.  25,  1970,  Class  of  1972 

Jan.  25,  1970,  Class  of  1972 

Jan.  25,  1970,  Class  of  1972 

Jan.  24,  1971,  Class  of  1973 

Jan.  24,  1971,  Class  of  1973 

Jan.  24,  1971,  Class  of  1973 

Jan.  16,  1972,  Class  of  1974 

Jan.  16,  1972,  Class  of  1974 

Jan.  16,  1972,  Class  of  1974 

Feb.  4,  1973,  Class  of  1974 
( to  fill  unexpired  term  of 
Mrs.  James  D.  Burch) 

Feb.  4,  1973,  Class  of  1975 

Feb.  4,  1973,  Class  of  1975 

Feb.  4,  1973,  Class  of  1975 
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DATE  DUE 

DEMCO    38-297 

